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From the Director

Welcome to the Rep’s first post-lockdown production. We are all
so happy to return to the theatre we love, albeit with changes and
restrictions and the constant awareness of staying safe.

Although | have been a member of the Rep for 42 years, | have

always avoided directing because | know how much work it entails.

This production has been especially tricky with having to observe
social distancing and Covid regulations. | agreed to take on the
task this time, because | feel it is time to explore the challenge of
achieving some degree of normality, while keeping our audience,
front-of-house and backstage crew and actors safe.

Duets by Peter Quilter is an ideal choice for our return to the thea-
tre, as each of the four separate plays has only two cast members,
making social distancing easy.

We have taken the decision to work on a streamlined set
depicting four different apartments, each with a very different dé-
cor. Doors have been replaced with arches to avoid door handles
being touched by different performers. A mirror is suggested by
looking at “the fourth wall’—you the audience.

The four plays explore crucial moments in four very different rela-
tionships. | am sure that each one of us will recognise many of
the characters and their situations from our own experiences.

Peter Quilter’s stye is contemporary and very funny, but there is
also a compassionate understanding of human quirks and foibles.
The common thread that ties these duets together is that compan-
ionship is the or most important ingredient of our relationships.

| have been fortunate to work with a very gifted cast and an excep-
tionally experienced assistant director and stage crew. | hope you
enjoy the evening.

Rosemary Gresty
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